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of the night, set a'brigade of the 2nd Australian Division
to cross the Somme and seize the German trenches at Cl6ry,
which difficult operation was carried out according to pro-
gramme. At dawn the Australian 2nd Division lay just under
the ridge, the 3rd Division was on its left, and on its right was
the 5th Division, south of the Somme. While the 2nd Division
attacked Mont St. -Quentin, the 3rd would attempt to seize
the high ground on the north, and the 5th Division would en-
deavour to get troops over the river in order to assault Peronne.
Sir Henry Rawlinson did not hesitate to express his doubts
whether the Australians could carry out their plans, that
appeared to be almost presumptuous, but, anxious not to damp
their ardour, told them to go ahead and try. Although they
had no tanks to assist them and only a few heavy guns, by 8 a.m.
the Australians had got a footing on Mont St. Quentin, and by
nightfall desperate counter-attacks of the enemy had failed to
oust them. The final success came on September I, the carry-
ing of Peronne by the i/j-th Brigade being a particularly spirited
performance. This Brigade had been considering itself un-
fortunate in being the reserve unit of its Division, for the time
being relieved of any serious fighting. This day they amply
atoned for having been out of harness for a short period.
" You see,'* explained a company commander afterwards, " we
had been trying to buy a fight off the other fellows for a matter
of three weeks, and that day we got what we had been looking
for, and made the most of it."
The capture of Mont St. Quentin was accomplished by two
brigades that relied almost solely upon the bayonet. It was
the cream of one army against the cream of the other, and the
headlong retreat of the enemy told its own story. Sir Henry
Rawlinson said that the exploit of the Australians in capturing
Mont St. Quentin was the most brilliant single action in
the war.
The German aim had been to hold on to their key~positions